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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of olaims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method of distributing files betuveen computing 
devices of at least one group of computing devices including the steps step of 
automatically performing a file reconciliation routine In fssponse the networking of at 
least two of said computing de vices In the same networi< in response to th e networking of 
at least two of said computing devices in the same network being performed, and then 
periodically, at period i c i ntoiva l o Qutomat i oa ll v upon th e n e t w orit i nq of automaticallv 
performing a file reconciliation routine of said at least two of said computing devices while 
said at least two of said computing devices are networl<ed to each other in the same 
networi< . 

2. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A method according to claim 1, Including the step 
of contnoiiing at least one of said computing devices to transmit file reconciliation data 
periodically irrespective of its or their connectivity to other computing devices. 

3. [CURRENTLY AI\/1ENDED] A method according to claim 1, inc l uding tho otop of 
providing ini abgE^ said computing devices include a t least one shared files directon /. and 
further includina Into which fthnrnri fiipiftjim automatically etete dstorina shared files in the 
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at teast one shared files directory . 



4. [CURRENTUY AMENDED] 



A method according to claim 3, wherein the at least 



one shared files directory is directly slccessible by software applications stored in the 
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computing devices and further including directtv accessing the at least one shared files 
directon/ of the software applications stored In the, computing devices. 

5. [CURRENTLY AiVIENDED] A method according to daim 1 , including the step ^ 
distributing all shared files amongst ali.computers networked together. 

6. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to claim 1 . wherein all 
distributed files can be read from and written to in any of said computing device s and 
further including reading from and writin g to all distributed files in anv of said oomoutino 
devices . . 

7. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to daim 1, induding the steps 
of issuing file data to unopooifiod computoro with i n tho group and roo e iving fi le data from 
unep e cifie d computoro w i th i n tho group o il computers that are conneded to each other 
within the group withou t specifying the comnuters in the group to which the issued file data 
are issued . 

8. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method of distributing files between computing 
devices of at least one grx)up of computing devices that are connected to each other in a 
network, the method induding the steps of issuing file data to unspeom e d - a jLcomputers 
within the group without soecifvino the co mputers in the group to which the file issue datf 
aEgjssugsLand receiving file data from unsp e o i fie fihtlLcomputers within the group without 
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a pecifvina the computers in tha group that are receiving the received file date. 

9. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to claim 8. Including the step of 
accepting a computer as a computer of said at least one group on the basis «Mhe 
pFovision of group identification data specific to the group or specific to the device. 

10. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A method according to claim 8, Including the 
step of transmitting a journal of file history for each shared file from one computer into the 
network. 

11. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to claim 10. including the step 
of r^a ltoneofthe computing daaiiMuftexflrgg mgtiQot i na transmitting a request for o nly file 
versions not stored therein. 

1 2. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to claim 10^ wherein a file 
journal includes a code indicative of the contents of each file version in the joumal;and 
further including transmitting the code without transm itting the entire loumal. 

13. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A method according to claim 8, including the 
step of dividing files into a plurality of portions for data transfer, 

14. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to claim 13, wherein each file 
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portion is provided withipdudeg a contents codep the method Including the step of 
transmitting only those file portions which have been modified. 

1 5. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to claim 13, including the step 
of providing in each computing device an accessible list of file portions stored therein and 
the step of determining whether a required f ile portion fequired-ls stored therein from the 
list of accessible file portions. 

16. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method according to claim 8^ including the step 
of storing file versions in a format in which they can be read from and written to. 

17. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A distributed file system for distributing files 
between computing devices of at least one group of computing devices, tfie system 
including a file reconciliation unit operable to automatically reconcile files between 
computing devices at periodic intervals a utom a t i oaHy upon th e n e tworl^ i ng between at least 
SSjvo of said computing device s that are couoled to each other in the same network . 

1 8. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A distributed file system for distributing files 
between computing devices of at least one group of computing device s that are connects 
to each other in a network, the system including a transmission unit operable to issue file 
data to unspec i fi e d all computers within ihe group without sgecifvina the computers in the 
group to which the Issue file data are issued, and a receiving unit operable to receive file 
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data from unspeeifie^aLcomputere vvlthin the group jyfithotrt spefiifYinq tn^ computers in, 
the group that are receiving the rece ived file data. 

19. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A computer network including a distributed file 
system according to claim 17. 

20. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A software application for distributing files 
stored on or in a memory device, which software application is operable to perform the 
method according to clain^ 1. . 

21 . [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method accorting Id dalm 1 , including the step of 
transmitting a journal of file history for each shared file from one computer [[intolJta the 
network. 

22. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A method according to claim 1 , including the 
step of dividing flies into a plurality of portions for data transfer. 

23. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A method according to claim 1, including the 
step of storing file versions in a fomiat in which they can be read from and written to. 

24. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A software application for distributing files 
stored on or in a memory device, which softwvare application is operable to perform the 
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method according to claim 8. 

25. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A computer network including a distributed file 
system according to claim 18. • 

26. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A computer network including a distributed file 
system operable by a method of distributing files according to ciairn 1 . 

27. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED] A computer network including a distributed file 
system operable by a method of distributing files aoconJing to claim 8. 



II. 
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